
 
 
 
 Since it is no secret that superior student learning is connected to superior teacher 
quality,  the MSP invests a lot into teacher training. This September, the MSP 
hosted another  teacher training conference at Sekoly Tenaquip.  The first week was 
dedicated to the MSP teaching staff, but the second week was open to teachers 
from across the region. There  were supposed to be 80 in attendance but news 
traveled and 90 showed up. Mattresses were borrowed and 37 of the  visitors were 
made to sleep for the week on the floor of the science labs in the brand new 
building.   The training was sponsored by the three groups: IASWECE (International 
Association of Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood Education), the ‘Freunde’ in 
Switzerland, as well as ‘stART International - Emergency Aid for Children’. As of 
February 2017, they have agreed to help the MSP for two years by sending 2-4 
trainers from Switzerland, Spain and France for two weeks, twice a year.  The 
training based on Waldorf pedagogy was unique to the Malagasy attendees  in that 
it focused on child development and interactive and compassionate teaching style.   

This year’s conference team 	

The MSP is committed to giving the children of Sekoly Tenaquip                    
THE BEST EDUCATION POSSIBLE 

Scholarships 

Education is a lifelong process.  The MSP acts as an intermediary for private sponsors wishing to help young adults 
achieve their  dream of  post-secondary studies. Most of these young people return home and the area benefits from 
their new-found skills.  
	 Korman,	whose	mother	

works	as	a	teacher	at	
Sekoly	Tenaquip,	is	now	
able	to	attend	a	course	to	
become	a		custom	officer.		
She	also	works	every	
Saturday	at	the	Sekoly	
Tenaquip	library.			

Once upon a time in 2007, in a land far, far, away,  the villagers of  Ambohiborosy, Madagascar, dreamed of school for their children.  

They asked Kathy Lucking,  the founder of the Madagascar School Project (MSP), for help and the rest is history.                                          

Charitable Registration 
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Workshop on  using puppets as 
props  in Malagasy storytelling.	

Doline	has	been	studying	
for	3	years	to	become	a	
midwife.	We	wish	her	
success	on	her	upcoming	
licensing	exam.													
The	area	always											
needs	more											
midwives.			

A	 generous	 donor	 is	
not	 only	 paying	 for	
Faliana’s	 medical	
school	tuition	but	has		
also	 provided	 a	
computer	 and	 the	
chance	 to	 attend	 a	
medical	conference	in	
Cape	 Town,	 	 	 	 South	
Africa	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	
	
	
	
	 	 	
	 	 	
									 	
	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Mr. Justin has taught at 
Sekoly Tenaquip  since 
2009. 

	I took a lot from the conference          
       

and look forward to working with 

adolescents. I have realized that children 

are not a vase to fill but a spring that must 

be nurtured.         
          

          
          

    

Thank you infinitely! 



 
Ten years ago, Mme Voahangy was in despair.  Having 5 hungry mouths to feed but no 
land to subsist upon, and ladened with a  mentally handicapped son,  she begged for a 
job at Sekoly Tenaquip. Since she is adept at needlecraft,  she was asked to teach 
knitting, embroidery, sewing and crocheting  all  very practical skills for a Malagasy to 
possess.   As an employee, her children were thus enrolled at the school  which alleviated 
the burden of food, education and medical care. The MSP rescued this family giving them 
a future and a hope.  Today her children are top in their classes. The teachers have been 
particularly impressed by the abilities of Niry, the eldest daughter who received an 
honorable mention on her final state exam last spring. Niry is positioned to earn a 
scholarship so that she can pursue post secondary education in the city. It was Mme 
Voahangy’s son Ndimby who took the initiative to design the Sekoly Tenaquip crest.   
 

Niry and a purse she knitted 
and subsequently sold (her 

first sale). 

Sekoly Tenaquip is more than just a place where children learn the 3 R’s  
Sekoly Tenaquip also provides a   social safety net                                                                

for the most vulnerable families in the community.   
 

The Plague 
Yes, you read right.  The bubonic plague which wiped out 60% of Europe in the 1300’s has never truly gone away.  It 
is a disease associated with poverty and every year in Madagascar there are cases.  This year however there have 
been 561 cases of plague including 57 deaths since August 1st.   What has the World Health Organization (WHO) so 
concerned is the high incidence of  the type of plague  know as pneumonic plague. Rather than being spread by flea 
bites and rats as in the bubonic plague form,  pneumonic plague is airborne and is spread by sputum and coughing.   
Pneumonic plague is especially virulent and can kill in 24 hours without treatment. To prevent a crisis,  the WHO is 
sending 1.5 million doses of antibiotics to Madagascar and many citizens are wearing facemasks. The start of the 
school year, the first week of October, has been postponed until further notice in all schools including Sekoly 
Tenaquip.  The shutdown came at the end of the teacher training conference and the trainers have returned to their 
home countries where they are safe. Meanwhile, the school has been disinfected.  There had been a death from 
plague in the neighboring village but  rest assured that should any members of our school community become ill,  the 
MSP will be there to offer prompt medical assistance.  To learn more, visit  
www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/2017/10/171010152426602.html 

Permaculture Update 
Besides providing an education,  the MSP provides its students with a lunch. The MSP 
tries to supply most of the food from the school gardens.  However,  because the land 
has been so deforested, the  rains wash the soil and its nutrients away leaving earth 
that is poor to grow stuff in.    After a decade of enriching the school gardens with 
manure, compose and worms,  the  original gardens are now producing good yields.  
The  last harvest of green beans and legume beans was sizeable. But it is not enough.  
In the fall 2017,  Lukas Url, a Swiss permaculture expert, implemented his plan to 
make the school gardens ecologically harmonious and therefore more productive.  
Work parties of parents dug a series of ditches and berms.  The permaculture gardens 
are sizeable (300m x 40m) so it was a lot of digging!  The ditches catch runoff and 
nutrients making them available to the plants growing on the berms.   The roots of  fruit 
trees planted on the berms will  eventually  anchor the soil and provide shade and 
mulch.  Right now vines  (squash, cucumber, voamanga and other Malagasy veggies)  
	

With the financial help of sponsors facilitated by the MSP, the villagers banded together to finish the work on 
their church.  Helping were two grads of the MSP construction apprenticeship program and former deaf 
student Denis who Nancy Wilson helped send to a school for the deaf.  This project has really changed Denis’ 
profile in the community. Being deaf, no one ever paid him much attention. As  he made daily, steady and 
large contributions to the building, working in the trusses where others feared to climb, his confidence grew 
and he has found a way now to be a faithful member of the church committee. One just never knows all the 
wonderful spin offs that happen when we give people hope, responsibility and a way forward. Go Denis! 
	

help hold the soil.  When  the permaculture gardens finally become established, there will be food to  feed the students 
and to sell, even during the dry season (May to October).  This dry season, the gardener was unable to water  as the 
mountain spring had dried up, and  there was not enough water in the stream. We hope to divert the water coming from 
the mountain differently next year so that it is more available.  For now the berms and ditches are doing well and are green 
in contrast to the brown and desiccated surroundings.  
	
	Denis Finds His Best Self 

 
	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 				
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Last spring the committee built a building and bought 15 ducks 
to fatten up before selling them at the Independence Day 
celebrations in June. It is one of the four days a year that most 
families splurge and eat some meat. The others are Christmas, 
Easter, and harvest feasts. The committee managed to make 
$40 in profit with the ducks, and were very pleased with that. 
They look forward to continuing in this endeavor. 
	
	

The school committee was formed by its members being voted 
in by their peers. They meet every two weeks all through the 
school year, working together to bring the school forward. 
Offering opinions and making decision, especially those 
involving money, had never been asked of them before. 
Reaching a consensus as to what to do for the school with the 
money they earned from school fees ($0.50/child) and the sale 
of eggs from the school’s laying hens (120 eggs/day) has been 
difficult because they fear  making an error and losing  their hard 
earned money. However they are learning. They have built a 
stage, a roof for the  outdoor oven, organized the work of the 
parents in terracing the land to make a basketball court, and put 
on two festivals at the school wherein the children perform for 
the parents and community.  
 

The ‘once upon a time’ dream  of the villagers was never any more imaginative than the actual school building. 
To live ‘happily ever after’ ,  the community  would eventually need to take ownership of the project.   

For the community, this was a novel , daunting  and unexpected challenge but the journey has been one of growth. 

	

Mr. Ramamonji comes every day to supervise the feeding of the 
porridge (koba) to the little ones under 4 years.  Mr. Ernest comes 
every morning of the whole year to measure out the rice and 
vegetable for the school lunches, as well as for the meals of the 
guards and gardeners. Together they spend a whole day once a 
week taking the school rice to market to be milled. They ride the 
ox cart, wait several hours in line for the milling to be done, and 
then bring the rice back. The day before, they usually have to put 
the rice out to dry as well as possible in the sun. These gentlemen 
easily volunteer 8-10 hours per week each. They are no spring 
chickens  and have their own land to work. The MSP gives them a 
piglet or $60 once a year as thanks for their dedication.  

Autonomy requires	DEDICATION	

The villagers are proud of their school, and it is slowly becoming a cornerstone 
of the community.  The villagers are isolated living in the countryside so the 
constant arrival of international visitors is always an exciting occasion for the 
locals to have their  pictures taken with the new faces, to exchange emails and  
to hear outside opinions.  The parents are always happy to come and volunteer 
at the school. It  gives them a chance to socialize. Sekoly Tenaquip provides  a 
place for meetings like the Mother’s Union, and the Scouts. The school lends 
out its big cooking pots for feasts,  musical recorders so the people can make 
noise during festivals, and permits access it’s clean drinking water. The MSP 
also works with the area churches to care for community needs  such as  
repairs to bridges, roads, and municipal buildings.  The  local economy has 
benefited greatly from the school since the MSP  employs many people in both 
the  long-term and short-term  and visitors bring innovation and money. 	
	

Mr. Olivier, a security guard who has been with the MSP since  2008, took it 
upon himself to rebuild the broken slide set. He carried the remains of the 
slide to his village of Ambatoharanana which is an hour away, made 
several other trips buying wood, and built a new structure based on the 
design of the old. He then arranged for a truck to ship the parts back to 
Sekoly Tenaquip where he could piece them together into the slide.  Of the 
staff, Olivier is a favorite of the students because he takes the time to talk, 
laugh, and play with them.  

Mr. Olivier      
and his slide.  

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

Generous donors have gifted the  community with a school.  
The  villagers do not take this generosity for granted and 

work hard to ensure  their gift  will be a success! 

Mr. Ramamonji and Mr. Ernest are as honest as 
the day is long and are more than helpful! 

Students and their families attending 
an outdoor church service on the 
school grounds.  Following the 
service was much singing and 
dancing in  a festival that will 
hopefully become an annual event.  



	

Thank You  to helping hands here in Canada and 

around the globe who are changing lives at   Sekoly Tenaquip 

This year, a school in Spain called "Centro 
Waldorf Lanzarote” , a small Waldorf 
kindergarten, has helped the MSP by 
putting on a play at the town hall in  
their city. They raised 980 Euros  and the 
money was given to IASWECE to help 
them fund their work in Madagascar.  

The play was based on a little storybook.  The school 
did the backdrop and all the work to stage it. 

In a single day, Givesome  a social media 
charity from Guelph, ON raised funds for 
two solar oven for the school.  The ovens 
can cook meals for the teachers and staff 
thereby saving money and trees from 
firewood.  Go to Givesome.com to “Give a 
little. See the good.” 	

TENAQUIP, YOU ROCK! Where would the MSP be without its corporate sponsor,  Tenaquip-
Industrial Equipment, Supplies and Solutions. Over the years,  the Tenaquip Foundation has 
generously donated $1 million towards the construction of  the school buildings and structures.   

Permaculture	Gardens	

Gardener’s	House	Administration	
Building	

Retaining	Wall	

Kitchen	

Guard	
Tower Teacher’s	

Residence	

Canteen	

School	Buildings	
6,	5,	1,	&2	

School	Buildings	
3	and	4	

Well		House	

Visitor’s	
Residence	

Original	
Gardens	

Zebu	cattle	are	valuable	animals.	They	
are	used	to	haul	carts,	as	meat	and	to	
provide	milk.		 
  
	

	For	some		students,	the	lunch	is	the			
only	meal	they	get	for	the	day.	 
  

‘Sekoly’	means	school	in	Malagasy.		The	MSP	school,	Sekoly	Tenaquip,		
was	named	after	the	Tenaquip	Foundation.	

In	the	year-round	toddler	program,	area	toddlers	
are		given	a	free	high	protein	pablum	to	ensure	
proper	brain	development	. 
  

In	August,	Nathalie,	a	MSP	student	since	
2008,	won	8th	place	out	of	22		in	track	
and	field	at	the	National	Level	in	
Madagascar.	 

  

Girl	

Pow
er!	

	
Line-up	for	
parent-teacher	
interviews.		It	is	a	
long	wait	but		
EVERY	PARENT	
attends.	

Library	time	
is	treasured.		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Charlotte Lusson a 
teacher at the 
Waldorf Independent 
School of Edmonton 
raised  enough 
money to buy shoes 
for 50  needy 
students at Sekoly 
Tenaquip.   

On behalf of 700 students, teachers, staff, and parents, 
THANK YOU  Tenaquip for your continued support  and generosity. 

This		quilt	was	made	by	
Grade	7	Waldorf	
students	in	Hamilton,	
Ontario.	It	has	inspired	
the	MSP	teachers	and	
has	been	used	in	the	
study	of	the	geography	
of	Africa.	It	will	
continue	it’s	travels,	
next	to	South	Shore	
Waldorf	School	in	Nova	
Scotia.	



	

Toonie Twinning 
For just two dollars a week, you can be twinned with a student at  Sekoly Tenaquip.  Whether or not you choose to 
write to your MSP student, you will receive a letter from your student which helps as a reminder that your toonie is 
making a substantial difference in another person's life. This is a popular program with Canadian children  because it is 
an affordable contribution from their allowance and is a good introduction to social awareness.  Currently at the MSP 
school there are 416 toonie twins with 280 more students still waiting for sponsorship. Payments to the Toonie 
Twinning program can be done by monthly PAR contributions or by cheque.  For more information,  please contact 
Kathy Lucking at kathylucking@yahoo.ca. 
 

So, you want to help? 

There are different ways you can help the children of 
the  Madagascar School Project. 

Friendship Wall 
This is the newest fundraiser which will hopefully grow into a fun success.  For a donation of $500 (or more) to the 
greatest need,  not only will your name be mounted on a plaque in the wall of the school canteen but also your favorite 
saying.  This saying could be a quote, a verse, an exhortation, prayer or whatever as long as it is significant to you.  
Imagine a whole wall of plaques with each saying offering a bit of insight into the personality of the donor.  In the eyes 
of the students and staff,  the sayings will make the donors into real people with hopes and dreams just like the reader 
as opposed to the donors being anonymous, impersonal sources of money.  There is so much distance and 
circumstances that separates the school and donors that the friendship wall can be a way of establishing a relationship 
between these two communities.  
 
	

Need a speaker? 
Planning to host a fundraising event of your own at your home/church/school/ 
organization but you need a  speaker? The MSP would be grateful to send a 
very chatty representative to your event.  Just email Kathy Lucking,   
kathylucking@yahoo.ca or Joseline Beaulieu,  holycatfish@sympatico.ca .   
	

Wish List 
Looking for a novel Christmas gift for the person who's has everything? Why not choose to contribute 
in that persons name to items on the MSP wish list? It would be a gift that gives twice!  The wish list 
can be found on the MSP website  or contact holycatfish@sympatico.ca  At the time of selection, be 
sure to request how many gift cards you will need so that you can distribute these cards to those 
people you have gifted.  It is worth at least looking at the wish list to satisfy the curiosity of just how 
little things cost in Madagascar compared to Canada.  
	

	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
“Study hard and the 
world is yours.” 
 
-Andrea Snadden 

" It is better to light a 
candle than curse 
the darkness"   
 
–Helena McCuaig 

“Only those who will 
risk going too far 
can possibly find out 
how far one can go”  
-Cecile Aubin (quoting TS Elliot) 

Kathy	Lucking	presenting	at	Ramsgate	School	in	
England	after	the	school	sent	1200	pairs	of	
undies	to	the	students	at	Sekoly	Tenaquip.	

Madagascar	School	Project	
P.	O.	Box	684,		Cornwall,	ONK6H	5T5	

www.madagascarschoolproject.	com	
	


