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Fall 2019 Newsletter
The Madagascar School Project (MSP) was born when a
group of people in Maxville, ON realized how many children
from poor families in Madagascar never get access to
education because their parents cannot pay tuition. From a
two classroom schoolhouse in 2008, the school named
Sekoly Tenaquip is now a sprawling campus that educates
700 students, employs 71 staff members, and offers many
community outreach programs. The kindness of individuals
and organizations that have contributed their talents and
money is truly making a difference in the lives of others.
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The construction phase of school buildings has been completed. The MSP is in
the sustainability phase where the focus is equipping the school
community to strive towards ownership and selfsufficiency, to develop quality programming, and
staff leadership.

The school gets its name Sekoly Tenaquip from the Tenaquip Foundation which is
dedicated to the building and maintenance of the structures on the school property. Thanks
Tenaquip for providing the children with a beautiful school that meets Malagasy safety standards.

There has been a significant change in the quality of teaching over the last
three years. Having received excellent training, the teachers are now aware of
the developmental stages of their students and
The investment in teacher
the need to make their lessons engaging and
training is paying off by
producing very reliable teachers.
interactive. The level of thought and care given
to the preparation of the lessons to make them
meaningful to the whole child, using storytelling
and real life examples, is changing the way the
students engage in their learning and helping
them to make it their own. At the same time,
their nation’s culture and history is being
highlighted, to help them develop a sense of pride, ownership and desire to
preserve their country’s unique natural resources.

Carolyn Tropea, the niece of
Kathy Lucking was at the school
rd
from Sept. 6-23 to take on some
administration duties. She did an
inventory of maintenance issues,
helped re-organized the
gardening staff to cover the
expanding permaculture gardens
and investigated the possibility of
an irrigation system that would
more efficiently water the
gardens. She also checked on
the scholarship recipients and
scheduled auditors for the
project’s regular audit check.

After the Francophonie Summit in Madagascar in 2016, Canada announced a $6.2 million contribution to enhance
education and training for youth in Madagascar. Malagasy nationals are also eligible for scholarships to study in
Canada through the African Leaders of Tomorrow Scholarship Program and the Canadian Francophonie
Scholarship Program. Through internship programs started in 2018, young Canadian interns have the opportunity
to be directly involved with Malagasy organizations to support their work in the education and justice sectors. In
2017, two-way merchandise trade between Canada and Madagascar totalled $115.5 million, consisting of $16.1
million in exports from Canada and $99.4 million in imports from Madagascar. Canada has significant mining
investments in Madagascar. Sherritt International, based in Toronto, is the operator of the Ambatovy mining and
refining operation, the largest foreign investment in Madagascar. https://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/southafricaafriquedusud/bilateral_relations_bilaterales/canada_madagascar.aspx?lang=eng

HC McCardell and
staff listening to
student presentations.

We owe it all to Glengarry News journalist Margaret Caldbick who wrote such a
fabulous article about the May 2019 MSP fundraising dinner in Maxville. It caught
the attention of the parents of Sandra McCardell the High Commissioner for
Canada in who resides in South Africa. They showed the article to their daughter
and when Ms. McCardell visited Madagascar this June, she went to see Sekoly
Tenaquip for herself. She was charmed by the happy smiling students and the
warmth of her reception.
Augustus and his new friends.

Augustus Mutua, a teacher at Waldorf Woodlands School of
rd
Happiness volunteered at Sekoly Tenaquip from July 23 to
Aug10th. He worked with teachers in classes, mentoring
Waldorf Woodlands and model teaching. Augustus made many new friends and
is located in Karen, was inspired as equally as he inspired. He found that the
Kenya
Sekoly Tenaquip community though humble was strong in its
foundation and has a great zeal for life. He is looking
forward to visiting again as soon as possible. Thank you
Augustus for sharing your time and talents.

The Sekoly Tenaquip school community is always eager to welcome the help of volunteers from
around the world. The next 6 months will be very busy. Here are some volunteers scheduled to visit:
th
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The stArt International Team (Oct. 28 -Nov. 8 ). Twice a year, teacher trainers from various European countries
arrive at Sekoly Tenaquip to host sessions on creative pedagogy and the integration of the arts into the curriculum to
encourage the development of free-thinking individuals. www.start-international.org/index-en/
th

Fran Aird and Peter Ross (Nov. 15 -Dec. 22nd). Peter, a computer whiz and retired teacher will be bringing to the
school five donated laptops that he has cleaned out and updated. He plans to help teach classes as well as woodworking. His wife Fran has excellent communication skills and patience developed from being an Anglican minister.
She will be encouraging teachers and students to practice their English and French and assisting in classrooms
wherever she is needed. She will also bravely do some housekeeping in the Toonie Twinning files. To make the
project more self-sufficient, Peter and Fran will investigate the possibility of exporting local handicrafts.
th

Worldwide Healthcare Initiative Team (Nov. 19 -29th). Led by Dr. Wen Shu Teng, a doctor in Chinese medicine
from Alexandria, ON, this international team of 8 health professionals intends to hold free multidisciplinary medical
clinics at the school and in 4 other villages. While at the school they will work with the local midwife (whose education
was sponsored through a supporter of the MSP) and the school nurse. Hopefully the MSP’s two student doctors will
be able to find time away from defending their final dissertations and attend the clinics. If successful, WHI hopes to
make annual visits to Madagascar so the local healthcare practitioners can learn skills to help others.
Teacher Extraordinaire Catharine St. Pierre (Mar. 3-May 6, 2020). She has only been trying to go over since 2015!
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According to the World Bank, Madagascar is among the poorest countries in the world with 75% of the population living
on less than $2 per day. It has the world’s fourth highest rate of chronic malnutrition, with one child in two under five
years suffering from stunted growth. An estimated 1.4 million children dropped out of primary school in 2012, the fifth
highest number in the world. Living conditions remain difficult for the vast majority of the population. The rate of access
to electricity is just 13%, one of the lowest in the world, and the country is also one of the hardest hit by extreme
weather events in Africa, with an average of three cyclones per year. Despite the hardship, the Malagasy are a
peaceful and remarkably enduring people who value family life and community.

The MSP is blessed to have the support of many organizations. Here are just a few amazing donors:
Congratulations to Tracy Tower’s grade 7 students at
Millwoods Christian School in Edmonton Alberta. In
living up to their school’s mandate to “Train Minds for
Leadership and Hearts to Serve” the children raised
$4472.15 by holding soccer camps, piano recitals, and
bottle drives; baking and selling cookies; making and selling Christmas and Valentine cards;
and providing company for the elderly. One boy gifted with a silver tongue raised $1600
simply by passionately telling people about the project! As Tracy so humbly puts it, “We are
so grateful to the Lord for His provision.”

Psst. Have you
heard of the
MSP?

Students of Notre Dame Collegiate, a Catholic high
school in High River, Alberta are expected to cultivate
their gifts and emulate Christ in their words and actions.
And cultivate they did. Under the supervision of their
teacher Karen Fox, they teamed up with an organization
called Every Child Counts and they raised $10,000.
WOW!
The MSP gets regular donations from students from
around the world, i.e. Spain, New Zealand, and
Germany. Kudos to the students, teachers, and the
school community who are raising such socially
responsible children. The overwhelming challenges this
world faces creates concern for the future. However, if
these proactive young people are those who will inherit
the earth, do they not restore hope? May they continue to grow into leaders
who will make the world a better place!

Congratulations to all the students
at South Shore Waldorf School in
Blockhouse, Nova Scotia where the
founder of the MSP, Kathy Lucking,
teaches. They donated $1500!

Adults from around the world are also helping the MSP. The MSP is fortunate to be one of the many charities to
receive the generous support of The Chapel at the Beach from Florida, USA. Beata Kaczmarska of Poland, who
has a Toonie Twin, is a tour operator who travels to Madagascar and she would like to show people Sekoly Tenaquip.
The prospects of tourism has exciting benefits for the economy of the area around the school. Back here in the True
th
North, the Anglican Parish of South Dundas in Morrisburg, ON is hosting a fundraising dinner on Oct. 11 .
How do we know your help is making a difference?
Every year Malagasy students in grades 7 have to
write national exams called the CEPE. These
examinations are high-stake, mandatory and certify the
completion of primary education. It is a requirement for
students wishing to pursue lower-secondary education. Congratulations
to Sekoly Tenaquip for the 95% success rate achieved by its grade 7
students in their national exams this past June. The remaining 5%
were transfer students from other schools. Village schools often achieve
only a 30 - 50% success rate.
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The costs are astronomical to ship supplies to the school. If you want to get in on the action, the
easiest way is by donating money to the MSP. Even small donations can have an impact. Don’t
hesitate to contact the MSP if you have an idea on how to make giving more fun and/or more
meaningful. ” Choosing to live a generous life can transform you and the world around you.
Something incredible happens when giving becomes your own idea, not something you do out of
duty or obligation. When you move from awareness to action, miracles happen. As you make
giving a lifestyle, you realize you’re not only loving life more, you’re also creating a more
generous world- a better world for all of us.”-Brad Formsma

The mandate of the MSP is to provide children with a quality education to break the cycle of poverty.
An education gives a child options for a future occupation that is not restricted solely to subsistence
farming. By participating in the MSP Toonie Twinning child sponsorship program, you can help a Sekoly Tenaquip
student reach for a better future. For just $2/week ($104/year), you will contribute to a child’s education, hopes, and
dreams. You can decide if you would like to establish regular correspondence with your ‘twin’ but if not, you will be
sent an update from that child’s class.
“Let

your Light
Shine”

“The Lord is your
Shepherd…Surely goodness
and mercy will follow you
all the days of your life. He
will be your refuge and
Strength”
-Millwoods Christian School

Inside the Sekoly Tenaquip canteen is a
wall that is slowly being covered with
plaques upon which are written the
-Jack & Ann Barkley
names of donors and their well wishes.
The wishes are comprised of sayings
and exhortations meant to inspire and encourage the students and staff in their endeavors as well as to create a
bridge of friendship between the school community and the community of donors. For a $500 donation, you too can
participate in this fun outreach project. You never know when those words that are important to you and which you
share may be exactly the words someone in Madagascar needs to hear.

With Christmas just around the corner, what do you give the person who has everything? How about choosing
something from the MSP wish list? The wish list is composed of ongoing operational needs such a child’s monthly
tuition fee, a teachers salary, and children’s lunches to name a few. If however you have a specific project in mind
that you would like to support but it is not found on the wish list, please contact Kathy Lucking. An abbreviated wish
list can be found on the MSP website as well as a link to download the full version.

Pre-Authorized Remittance, or PAR, allows you to support the MSP
through automatic monthly withdrawals from your bank account. The
advantage of PAR is that it is convenient for you the donor and it helps
to provide sustainability and consistency in operations for the MSP.
PAR donations can be halted anytime with an email or phone call.

We love to talk about what has been accomplished. If you would like a speaker to tell the story of how children in
Madagascar have been empowered by a network of do-gooders from around the world, just send the MSP an email
and we will see what we can do. The best advertisement is through word of mouth. Let’s get the word out there!

Do you have a bad case of wanderlust? Do you have skills or special talents that could benefit children? Why not kill
two birds with one stone and volunteer your time at Sekoly Tenaquip? Please contact Kathy Lucking for more info.
The Madagascar School Project
P.O. Box 684, Cornwall, ON CANADA K6H 5T5
Phone: 1-613-363-9199 or 1-613-363-2032 Email: kathylucking@yahoo.ca
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